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 Ray said that the Trust are currently working on a book of peoples own photographs of Wapping. It will include
photographs of the river and dockers at work and processions.

Ray explained that he would be showing pictures of post cards, taken from a collection built up by Steve Kentfield.
It illustrated a journey down river from Greenwich to Gravesend and, where he had information on the subject
matter, he would give it. His father had been a docker and his uncles lightermen and so as a boy he had become
interested in the river.

Postcards had started just before the end of the nineteenth century, and the golden age was up to the first world war.
Many old postcards were now highly prized and valuable.

The first postcard was of the Southwold Belle at Island Gardens in 1900. Next came one of Greenwich seen from
a balloon. Ray said that the gasometers visible on the peninsula were at that time the largest in the country. One
post card of passengers boarding at Greenwich was by Perkins of Lewisham, and was a real collectors-piece
because of its composition. A training ship could be seen in the background of several cards and from the pontoon
at Greenwich there was a view of a collier coming down river. This collier would have had a collapsible funnel and
masts to enable it to pass under the upriver bridges. There was a view of the Royal Naval Hospital with the Isle of
Dogs in the background. Of especial interest were cards showing the cable laying ships, Cumbria and Faraday,
operated by Siemens. Ray explained that the Faraday had been the first ship built for laying cables, as opposed to
having been converted, by Siemens, at the Thames Iron Works.

As an aside he mentioned that The Thames Iron Works had been associated with The Hammers, while Millwall
was associated with Miltons, a Scottish firm.
Next came a 1960s picture of Tate & Lyle.

At Woolwich there was an aerial view and one of the ferry approaching North Woolwich which also showed old
omnibuses. The housing in those days surrounded the ferry terminal Ray said that as a boy the ferry was his cruise
ship. He used to spend the day up at the bow as it went back and forth and so long as he did not cause any trouble,
no one bothered.

One of the more memorable cards was of the Royal Victoria Gardens North Woolwich, with ladies sitting at tables
taking tea by the river, watched by a crowd of bystanders.

Cards had been issued by the PLA at the time of an exhibition to highlight its role during the Second World War,
and we saw one of a flat top of an aircraft carrier with aeroplane parts on the flight deck, in the Royal Docks. Within
the Royals in the 1950s were Thames barges, as well as larger vessels, including a passenger liner. There was a
picture of the King George V Lock with the Harland & Woolf repair workshops in the background and a further
picture of Harland & Woolf works at North Woolwich in 1910. Ray said that a major problem which they had had
to deal with was repairing bearings. There was a picture of the Albert Dock showing one of the old PLA tugs and
a Thames barge.

There were some wonderful pictures of local people including the Albert Dock girls tug of war winners in 1917,
five members of the London Fire Brigade standing in front of an old fashioned fire engine, a “hedge” of Policemen
posed in 1912 in rows on Custom House Station with a small newspaper vendor in front displaying a sign saying
that the strike had ended - official, and a group of ordinary Policemen at the time of the 1912 West Ham and Bow



K Division Dock Strike.

There was a view of the Gallions Hotel, Royal Albert Dock in its heyday and a mud dredger working in the Royal
Victoria Dock at the start of the twentieth century. The one photo Ray showed, was of some army lads breaking a
strike in the Royal Docks. Spectacularly there was a picture of the PLA’s Mammoth crane lifting a railway carriage,
as if it was King Kong.

In the 1930’s Fords had produced a series of cards of their factory. We saw a card of the Fords jetty in the 1950s.

One card showed the yacht club at Erith and another the Geraldine Mary at Purfleet, unloading into barges. A
further card showed HMS Thunderer, a dreadnaught built by Thames Iron Works and fitted out at Beckton in 1912,
passing Purfleet. It was the last capital ship built on the Thames.
There was a view of Greenhithe waterfront, the beach at Grays with the School Board of London Training ship
moored off it and then the cards moved to Tilbury. They showed shipping, the different branch docks, an overview
of the whole layout, and an old dock railway engine. Ray said that one of his uncles had been a dock engine driver
at Tilbury. The Arcadia was seen entering the lock entrance. Some of these cards were sepia and Ray explained that
many of the old sepia cards lost their definition over time.

At Tilbury Passenger Landing Stage there was a view of the ss Yarmouth Belle with, in the foreground, a flock of
sheep being herded up the brow towards the shore. A card which had been republished, showed the P.S. Royal
Eagle approaching Tilbury Pier in 1933.

Finally we arrived at Tilbury Fort, and Gravesend. There was a card of the foreshore at Gravesend looking towards
St. Andrew’s Chapel, taken from the Town Pier, and one of Alexander tugs off the landing stage. The last view was
of people relaxing in deck chairs on the Riverside Promenade at Gravesend.
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