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By Clare Moore

James Moore trained at Putney Art School as an evening student from 1924 until 1931. The Principal there was
John Bowyer (1872-1941), but notably he received tuition from Edward Mossforth Neatby (1888-1949) - whose
father’s firm had been involved in designing the murals to be found on the walls of the food hall of Harrods - in
still life, and George Morrow (1870- 1955), well known as Times cartoonist, in figure drawing and painting. Other
teachers were Irving Bately (1882-1962) and Leopold Lemage Swain (d. 8.5.1934). However, his special mentor
and friend was Charles William Norton, RI, RCamAcad, ARWA (1870-1946), the art master at his Fulham School.
James Moore received the Putney Art School prize for still life in 1927 and 1929 and for landscape in 1928.

From 1930 until 1960 James Moore worked in various offices of the Port of London, both in London and
Bedfordshire. When he worked in the offices in Leadenhall Street there was a shortfall in the cash one day and, as
he was in charge of the money, he had to make up the shortfall. After that he determined to change jobs and
transferred to London Dock. At London Dock he would paint during the lunchtime and after work. He asked for
an extra half an hour at lunch time for painting but this request was turned down by Lord Ritchie. He still managed
to do 60 paintings round the PLA.

When he worked in the tackle-shed he was helped by the people he worked with to set up a rod and curtain so that
he could do portraits behind it and he charged for sittings. In 1932 one of his paintings was used to illustrate the
publicity for the PLA art exhibition.

In spite of work and family commitments James Moore has over 400 recorded paintings in all genres, almost all
painted in front of the subject. He first exhibited at The Royal Institute of Oil Painters in 1929 and from 1929 until
1984 exhibited there and at the Whitechapel Art Gallery, Royal Academy, Royal Society of Portrait Painters, the
annual Lord Mayor’s Art Award and the City of London exhibition at the Guildhall (diploma in 1978 and 1979
from the latter) and with the South London Artists. His work was also shown at the Gardner Art Gallery,
Eastbourne and in two touring exhibitions arranged by the Art Exhibitions Bureau for the Arts Council, among
others. Today his work is known to be in private collections in Australia, Japan, the United State and United
Kingdom. Clare knows where some of the paintings are but would like to trace more of them.
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From 1930 until 1960 James Moore worked in various offices of the Port of London Authority, both in London
and Bedfordshire. In spite of work and family commitments he painted over 400 recorded paintings in all genres,
almost all in front of the subject. He first exhibited at the Royal Institute of Oil Painters in 1929, and from 1929
until 1984 exhibited there and at the Whitechapel Art Gallery, Royal Academy, Royal Society of Portrait Paint-
ers, the annual Lord Mayor's Art Award and the City of London exhibition at the Guildhall (diploma in 1978 and
1979 from the latter) and with the South London Artists. His work was also shown at the Gardner Art Gallery,
Eastbourne, and in two touring exhibitions arranged by the Art Exhibitions Bureau for the Arts Council, among
others.

James Moore's work is in private collections in Australia, Japan, the United States and United Kingdom.


