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Trinity Buoy Wharf - Still Afloat

By Eric Reynolds

Eric explained that Trinity Buoy Wharf (the Wharf) is at Leamouth.  On the River Lea behind the site of the
Wharf there used to be a fishing village with a chapel and 150 families lived there.  Today there are 27 to 40
storey residential blocks being erected by Ballymore in the loop made by the River Lea, where Pura Foods used
to be and, earlier, a glass works.  They have constructed a new bridge to Canning Town (currently broken) and a
new river wall.  Next door to the Wharf, Union Wharf which circles the Wharf, had the iron works slipways, and
still has a graving dock and the developers are trying to argue it is of no use and destroy it.  Spoil from the Lower
Lea Crossing polluted water of the East India Dock.  All the old hotels and buildings in the area, apart from those
on the Wharf, have gone.
The Wharf is listed and his company, Urban Space Management (the Company), is currently battling to preserve
it.  In 1997 the London Docklands Development Corporation (LDDC) wanted to market the site, but was
persuaded not to market the three and a half acres occupied by the lighthouse and chain store.  Instead it accepted
a proposal put forward by the Company to pay £100 per annum and set up a trust to maintain the Wharf.  The
Company was granted a 125 year lease and the Trust a lease for 124 years.  The freehold is now vested in the
London Borough of Tower Hamlets.
Eric said he expected some formal hand over from LDDC but when he went to collect the keys he found only a
security guard, who had had no instructions about the hand over, and all the LDDC officers had gone.  The
security guard is still with them.  Today 520 people work at the Wharf.
Eric went through the buildings which were on site originally and said that two sheds, one an asbestos-clad shed
and one which had housed the siren, had been removed.  The lavatory block, whose bricks weighed 170 tons, was
due to be demolished and replaced with a three storey lightweight modern building.  When Trinity House
operated the Wharf their engineers had no historical interest in it, and considered it just a working wharf.  They
had, for example, used concrete to replace windows in old buildings.  The fine house owned by Captain Reynolds
had been demolished by Trinity House.
In the Wharf they have two schools - The Faraday Preparatory School and the Royal Drawing School.  The
University of East London also has space there.  They wanted to meet the demand for small spaces without
damaging the old buildings which provided big spaces and so they developed what they call, container city.  The
first £300,000 building was put up in a week, with a temporary planning permission.  They now have Container
City 2.  In the popular studios they have, for example, a violin maker, a mosaic maker, a florist and carpenters.
The Riverside Building has been constructed to bring in corporate occupiers paying rents which support less
lucrative activities.  The Company had put up the building used by international broadcasters at the Olympics and
now part of that was at the Wharf.  The buildings had strip foundations as it was not good land.  The office had
been erected on the old road.  The Trust received 25 per cent of all the Company’s income.
They have put up signs on all the buildings explaining their history.  After the war the buildings were constructed
of steel and concrete and cheap brick.  There is a 70 mm thick waved concrete tensioned roof.  The boilermakers’
shop has plenty of windows.  The proving shop was built to test chain.  The chain store is a large space and is
used for exhibitions.  It has also been used for 200 weddings.  A shed which was used as a gatekeeper’s lodge in
the Royal Docks is now used as a Museum to Faraday.  They have the lighthouse open each weekend.  The other
lighthouse which used to be at the Wharf was demolished in the 1950s. The old steam and air power pipes still
remained and the boiler house which was gas powered.  There were train tracks and turntables still visible.  The
Wharf has two cafes one of which is an American diner from Bishopsgate.
The River Lea is now all mud at low water as there is now no river traffic to flush it out to the Thames.  The
Limmo site across the Lea from the Wharf is presently empty following removal of the Cross Rail works.
Eric said he had vessels of his own but it was too rough to moor them at the Wharf.  They used to have two
lightships at the Wharf, but had only one now because a mooring had to go due to the Cross Rail work.  The



restored lightship is a recording studio.  They have a lunar clock made out of a cast iron pillar from Folkestone
Harbour Station and an organ with an air chest played by the river.
They operate the biggest engineering pier in London, serving the fast ferries.  It extends beyond the frontage of
the Wharf.  The pier was originally operated by the river bus operators until they went bust.  There used to be two
classrooms on the pier, but now there are offices for Thames Clippers.  Two new Clippers built in Perth had
recently started running up to Putney.  Next year they plan to take the centre of the pier away and replace it with a
brow to make the pier compliant with current legislation and suitable for use by increased numbers of passengers.
At present there is a launch carrying up to 12 people across from the O2 for £2.  It brings school children across
and also visitors.  They get about 40,000 visitors a year.  The Wharf is closed on Sundays.  Clippers plan to
operate a new ferry, when the demand from the new development in the area justifies it, carrying up to 60
passengers to and from the O2 and allowing the use of Oyster cards.
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